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SECTION1: Install and configure Shareaza

Shareaza™ is software based on the P2P concept, which means every user shares files on his
own computer with everybody else in the peer to peer network. Every file downloaded is in
fact uploaded by another user from his own computer.

To assure the stability of the network and to coordinate the computers that are part of the
system, no central server is needed, as is for example the case in the eDonkey2000 network.
This means that it is impossible to take down the entire network by taking down a central
server for example...

The way Shareaza™ works is 100% legal, even if there are possibilities to download copy-
right protected files. Labeling a filesharing application ‘illegal’ because there are possibilities to
commit a certain crimes with it is as if you would try to sue Microsoft, because their Internet
Explorer is used by some terrorists to coordinate their attacks against the western civilization.
The download of copy-right protected files is of curse prohibited in many countries and doing
so could get you in serious trouble, depending on the laws concerning this subject in your
country.

At this place, I would like to remind you that using Shareaza and/or this guide is always at
your own risk. This guide is delivered "as is" without warranty of any kind, including but not
limited to containing no mistakes or no wrong information. [blablabla] I (the author) am not

responsible for any kind of damage you get or you make by using this guide.
(I hate having to add such sentences and it makes me sick, but as you may well know, there are enough a**holes out there...)

OldDeath,
member of the Shareaza community.

— back to the summary

Shareaza™ is one of the few very good multi-network-clients. The three included

networks are , and the server-based
are also supported.

Another advantage of the program is the included media center and file library allowing you
the best possible management of the files downloaded from the networks & those you wish to
share.

The third point really worth mentioning here is the very clean and good overview of your up-
and downloads. Like every part of the program, it is entirely customizable and allows you to
see what exactly is happening.

Then there is the search function of Shareaza™. Not only does it give you a simple list of all
found files, but you get also comments on / evaluations of the files made by other users, the
number of sources available and it even provides the option to choose the networks you want
to search.

Code:

Shar eaza™ has been rel eased under the GNU General Public License.

That means Shareaza™is Open Source and everyone even you can hel p make |
better.

— back to the summary



http://www.gnu.org/licenses/gpl.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BitTorrent
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/EDonkey_network
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gnutella2
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gnutella
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File_sharing

Click here to go to the download website of Shareaza™.

The following will guide you through the installation with the settings which worked best for
me and on my computer system. Shareaza™ is highly customizable, so take your time after
the installation to choose the configuration which is best for you. But be careful: Some
configurations will cause non-functionality of the software, so pay attention to what you
change...

Download file E' The first step is to download the
software. Use the link above to get
the installer and save it to a directory
File shareaza_2.3.0.0.exe where you can find it afterwards. For
easy finding after the download
Server awitch. dl. sourceforge. net completes I'd recommend saving it to
your Desktop.

Type application)x-msdownload
Size 5,1 ME (5,243,518 bytes)
Cipens with ‘_ﬂ shareaza_2.3.0.0.exe

Would you like to Open or Save the File?
Save the file...

After you have saved the installer, double-click on it to begin the install process...

Save in: | @ Dezktop

i @ Shareaza Download
ﬁ dilSpvhak - Search & Destroy
My Recent | SwiftSwitch
Documents 4k Tepiew,exe

?‘L_

Desktop

Data
by Computer
< L
- File name: b | [ Save l

M etzwerk Save az type: |.-’-‘-.|:||:||in:atin:|r'| vl [ Cancel ]



http://shareaza.sourceforge.net/?id=home
http://shareaza.sourceforge.net/?id=home

Shar

Setup-Sprache auswidhlen

YW ahlen Sie die Sprache auz, die wahrend der
Installation benutzt werden sall

0K | | abbrechen |

...and choose your preferred language...

4 Setup - Shareaza Debug build ‘:H§|E‘ #& Setup - Shareaza Debug build - Ead 4 Setup - Shareaza Debug build

License Agreement g
Please read the following important infarmation before continuing. %
L

’ Ploass read the following License Agreement. You must accept the terms of this
[[57]  Setup wil ereate the programs sharteuls inthe fallowing Stat Menu folder e s G Mt e e e

Itis recommended that you close al other appiications before
eantinuing To continue, click Next, If you would like to select a diferent folder, click Brawse Ll
Click Next to continue, o Cancel to exit Setup. Wi GNU GENERAL PUELIC LICENSE 0

Version 2, June 1991

Copyright (C) 1989, 1991 Free Software Foundation, Inc.
59 Temple Place - Suite 330, Boston, MA 02111-1307, USA

Select Start Menu Folder
Where should Setup place the pragrans shartcuts?

Welcome to the Shareaza Debug
build Setup Wizard

This will install Shareaza Debug build 2.4.0.2 on vaur computer,

<

(2] accept the agresment

] Don't create a Start Menu folder 1 do not accept the agreement

[ «Back_J(mewt> | [ Cancel | Back_J[__New> | [ Cancel

Follow the usual installation screens by clicking “continue” or “accept”...
Welcome... Accept license... Create a folder in the start menu...

& Setup - Shareaza EE'E'@

Select Additional Tazks
W'hich additional tazks should be performed’?

Select the additional tazkz vou would like Setup to perform while instaling Shareaza,
then click Mext.

kuilti-language

Dizplay a desktop icon

Digplay a Quick Launch icon
Enable dizcovery aof UPAP devices
[] Reset Discovery and Hostcache

< Back ” MHeut > ][ Cancel

Choose the additional tasks to be done during the install process...



If you are upgrading from a version prior to v2.3.1.0, I strongly recommend you to use the
option to reset your Discovery services and Host cache. Also, you shouldn’t delete old installer

packages; you never know what they might be useful for in the future. (Note: Multi-user support
enables the ability to have different settings and downloads on the different accounts on your computer.)

4 Setup - Shareaza Debug build EH EI|E‘ #& Setup - Shareaza Debug build EH EI|E‘ 4 Setup - Shareaza Debug build E"E\ X
Ready to Install p Installing N Virus Wamning o
Sietup is riow ready to begin instaling Shareaza Debug build on your computer, % Please wait while Setup installs Shareaza Debug build on your computer. % Do you hiave an Anivins program installed? 4
< b ¢
Click Install to continue with the installation, or click Back if you want to review or Extracting files.
change any settings CAFrogiam Files (x86)\Shareazatelite3.di Wvhen using the intermet you should ahways ensure you have an
up-to-date virus scannher ta protect you from trojans. worms. and other
Destination location: TTTTIT] malicious programs. You can find list of good virus scanners and other

C:\Program Files [+86)\Shareaza

seCUrity tips to protectyour computar by following this link:

Sl W alifze hitp/fshareaza.sourceforge.net/securitvheln
Additional tasks:
ulti{anguage
Enable multi-iser suppert
Display a desktop icon
Display a Quick Launch icon
Enable discovery of UPNP devices

[ «BackJ(_mstal | [ Cancel |
Double-check everything... Installation... Check out the security tips...

Close the setup exe. Shareaza™ should open now. You might see a warning message like this
one from your firewall, once Shareaza tries to connect. Note that depending on how your
system is configured and if you run Shareaza for the first time or not, you may see this
warning either at a later time or you won't see it at all. Select “Unblock” (I suppose you are
planning to use the application at a later time).

™= Windows Security Alert F§|
e
. e LA
“D To help protect pour computer. Windows Firewall haz blocked “ o o
some features of thiz program. . "

Do you want to keep blocking this program?

a""' I arne; Shareaza Ultimate File Sharing

Publizher: Shareaza Development Team

¥.eep Blocking ] [ Jnblock, ] [ Agk Me Later

YWindows Firewall haz blocked this program from accepting connections from the
[nternet ar a netwark. [F yow recognize the program or trust the publizher, vou can
unblock. it. “hen should | unblock a program?

Shareaza should open with configuration wizard in the middle of your computer screen. If it
doesn’t display automatically or if you want to rerun the wizard at a later time, you can access
it over the menu “Tools".

(Note that this wizard resets quite much settings, so you will have to do big parts of the configuration again
after having rerun it.)

— back to the summar



This wizard will guide you threw the most important steps of Shareazas configuration...
# Welcome to Shareaza

" SHAREAZA!

Welzome to Shareazal

If your haven't uzed Shareaza or another P2P client before, this QuickStart wizard
can help you configure vour copy in a few simple steps.

If your're a more advanced uger, you can access the full range of Shareaza's options
via the Tools meru, Click Exit to cloze the wizard at any time.

Thiz wizard will aszist pou to;
@ Tell Shareaza about vour Intemet connection
@ Chooze which files to thare

@ Connect to your choice of P2P networks, and

@ Get started using Shareaza.

Meut > l [ E it

Now we’ll test your broadband connection speed at Speedtest.net. We'll need this information
later to configure Shareaza™. Use the following link:

...and start your speed test by clicking on the orange (=recommended) server on the world
map...

After testing, you will get screen like the following with your speed test results:

Share Your Result [cLoseTHS [X]

Share this result with others by selecting one of the preformatted image links below.

Forum link (for most forums):

SPEEDTEST : r | [URL= s COPY

B39

-
kb/s kb/s

DOMLOAD UFLOAD

Hyperlink (for web pages):

a href="http:/fwwre — COPY
LATENCY. 463 ms TN
SERVER:  Frankfurt

Direct link (to send in messages):
DISTANCE: ~ 150 mi

http: v speedte: © COPY

FIUIFHET

This picture shows my results...


http://speedtest.net/

...which we will enter now in the configuration wizard of Shareaza™. First click on “continue”,
then enter your test results like shown on the following picture (pay attention: there is a

difference between bytes and bits. A byte has 8 bit. Which

means 1KB/s = 8 kb/s. You may

have to convert the values obtained before entering them in the form.

4" Welcome to Shareaza

" SHAREAZA!

For aptimum performance, Shareaza needs to know a litte bit abouk wour
conneckion ko the Internet,

Chioose the bype of vour Inkernet conneckion:
w

2 choose the download speed: and the upload speed:

399 kbps w 47 kbps w

Do ol wank ko aukamatically setup pork-Forwarding by using UPRP?

b

[You can change at a later time whether you want these values to be shown in kb or KB.]

< Back ] I

MHext = ] [ E xit

Note: By using the Option to setup port-forwarding by using

UPnP, you can set up your router

if it is UPnP compatible. If your router does not support UPnP, you will have to configure it

manually at a later time.

4 Welcome to Shareaza

" SHAREAZA!

PZP networks are only as good as the people who use them, Al of the content
available For download is being shared by another user,

¥ou do nok have to share content ko use Shareaza, however some software will
behave differently to users who are not sharing anything.

Please indicate which folders, if any, wou wish ko share, Simply click the Add
button to add & new Folder,

=
=
i
=
=

WARMING: Distributing copyrighted works is an offence in most countries,

< Back ] [

Meut » l [ E xit

&l On the next screen,

you can
choose which folders you want to
share via the P2P networks.
Normally the only folder listened
there should be the download
folder of Shareaza™, which you
have to share in order to use the
program. If you don't want
Shareaza™ to save downloaded
files somewhere in your program
files folder, you can now create a
folder in M$ Windows Explorer,
for example on your desktop or
inside your ‘My Documents’, and
share it in this window. Later we
will configure Shareaza™ to save
your finished downloads to this
folder.

Click “continue”.



If you want to, you can now give some information about yourself to other users of the
program. Be careful. Everybody can access the information you share here. On the other

hand, having a nickname and
as the ability of recognizing

language with you instead of

chatting in English, this is
why I recommend you doing
so. If you want to have a look

telling others from which country you are has advantages, such
people from your own country in order to chat in your native

# Welcome to Shareaza (3/6)

4" SHAREAZA!

at which geographical
information others entered
here, you can visit this page Shareaza is a much friendlier place when everyone writes a Few basic details about
of the trillinux G2 crawler| themselves,
I use the name: | CldDeath |
and I'mi a: | (choose) V| | (choose) V|
Fram: | German';.-'| ~ |
| vl
[ ¢ Back ] [ Mt » ] [ E =it ]
On the next screen, choose

“Power Mode”. This will be
very important afterwards, b

# Welcome to Shareaza (4/6)

4" SHAREAZA!

Shareaza supports a flexible user inkerface, so wou can choose what is most

comfortable For wou, You can change these option
Please select user inkerface:
(") Basic Mode
Simple, easy to use menus and bukbons,
Familiar to users of other file sharing program

(%) Power Mode

Power mode offers expert users loks of extra
It may be a little confusing For new users!

[ pisplay simplified download progress bars, (Re
Handle torrent links,

ecause it gives you lots of additional options and settings to

& choose from. This is highly
Ladll important in order to get the
maximum speed out of the

application at a later time.

Please pay attention to choose on
every screen that follows the
settings AS I CHOSE THEM.
Normally, there is a reason why I
did it. If you don't want to let
Shareaza handle your .torrent files
and links (for example because
you have another/better BitTorrent
application), uncheck the
respective option now.

s ak any time,

5.

cormmands, windows, etc,

duces CPU use)

¢ Back ][ Meut »

]

E xit

[



http://crawler.trillinux.org/
http://crawler.trillinux.org/
http://crawler.trillinux.org/experimental.html

4" Welcome to Shareaza

&~ SHAREAZA!

That's it! Shareaza has been configured o work with vour computer,

If wou ever need to change wour settings, wou can re-run this QuickStart wizard by
selecking it from the Taools menu.

after closing this wizard by clicking Finish, wou can connect to the networks you
selected and start searching and downlaading conkent,

Connect bo khe netwaork when I close this wizard
Connect to khe network every time I skart Shareaza

Start shareaza every kime Windows skarks

Enjoy using Shareazal

¢Back || Finish || Esi

On the next screen, choose “finish”...

Now we’'ll do something which really increases download and connection speed for any P2P
software, but which is unknown to most of the ordinary users.

We're going to tune the tcpip.sys file of your Windows (this is only for XP SP2/ SP3 and Vista
users. Previous versions of Windows need no tuning; Google this for more information about
Vista tuning)

More information:
Windows (after SP2) has a limit on the number of outgoing connection attempts per second.
This slows down P2P software. To get full-speed, you will have to patch Windows.

Quotation from OldDeath: [Yes, that's me (=]
Here some links for patchers or patched tcpip.sys files:

http://www.speedguide.net/read_articles.php?id=1497
http://www.lvllord.de

WinXP x64
h

www.sephiroth-j.de/downloads/diverses (go down on the website; works for me)
Source: Shareaza™ forums

The file that has to be replaced should be located in
%windir%\system32\drivers


http://www.pantheraproject.net/forum/
http://www.sephiroth-j.de/downloads/diverses.php
http://www.sephiroth-j.de/downloads/diverses.php
http://www.sephiroth-j.de/downloads/diverses.php
http://www.sephiroth-j.de/downloads/diverses.php
http://www.isohunt.com/release/87235/Windows+XP+x64+sp2+event+4226+fix+tcpip+sys+patch+half-open
http://www.isohunt.com/release/87235/Windows+XP+x64+sp2+event+4226+fix+tcpip+sys+patch+half-open
http://www.lvllord.de/
http://www.speedguide.net/read_articles.php?id=1497
http://www.speedguide.net/read_articles.php?id=1497
http://www.mydigitallife.info/2007/04/09/windows-vista-tcpipsys-connection-limit-patch-for-event-id-4226/
http://www.google.com/search?hl=en&q=tcpip.sys+vista&btnG=Google+Search&aq=f&oq=

[%windir% normally points to the location of your Windows folder. This should be C:\WINDOWS on 99, 99% of
all the PCs.]

If the patches above don’t work for any reason, google for "tcpip.sys patched" or "tcpip.sys
patch" and you will find what you need.

(Note: you will have to recheck this file after from time to time (after every Windows update)
in order to re-replace it if Windows updater changed it back to the original version!)

— back to the summary

Take a deep breath... and now, we’ll go on on configuring Shareaza™ itself.
Choose “Shareaza Settings...” in the main menu.

Tools | Window  Help

Share Files...

Download File fTorrent. ..

Impart ebule partial downloads. ..

Open my folder of completed Downloads
Choosze a Skin...

Chooze a Language., ..

Edit My Profile. ..

QuickStart Wizard. ..

bGP @G T

shareaza settings...



First, we’'ll change the visualization of Shareaza™ in order to make it easier to use. Later you
can download visualization files (so called skins) from the web or from Shareazas P2P

networks if you need / want to...

Please choose for this time the same configuration as I did, in order to make the following

easier.

(If you do not choose the same skin, the screenshots will look different from what you see on your computer

screen.)

General
General
Libraty
Media Player
Comndnity
Chat
Web

Internet
Connection
Downloads
Uploads
Remaote Access
Scheduler

Metworks
Grutela
eDonkey
EitTarrent
Protocols

Plugins

Advanced

] Findal's Mad 1.1

QHappy Smile Shareaza!

|&d] Liquidietal

Q Mucleos

4| Mulooks Series - Halo The Game

Findal
Ashitaka
Fachrnann
ogJgl23
Grank Galitz

Rockety

6 Old Protocals
F QShareaza 2.0
F QShareaza 2.0 - Command GUI
F QShareaza 03
] Q;_Silvert

Cykn

Michael Stokes
Michael Stokes
Fuockety

123 _kid

Skin Infarmation:

Marne:

Author:

Descripkion:

=

Install. ..

]l ek More

Hit “Apply”; the way everything is displayed should change a bit.




Now, we will configure the different networks Shareaza™ connects to...
If you would like to know what they are mainly used for/optimized for, have a look at Section3

of this document.

Shareaza Settings - Networks

General
General
Library
Media Plaver
Comndnity
Chat
web

Internet
Connection
Downloads
Uploads
Remate Access
Scheduler
Gnutela
eDonkey
BitTarrent
Protocols

ckins

Plugins

Advanced

Shareaza is a general-purpose file-sharing application that can access many P2P
nebworks at the same time, On this page you can seleck which PZP netwiarks you
want to connect ko, and then adjusk specific sektings For each netwaork,

anutellaz Metviorks

The Gnutellaz network, is Shareaza's premiere network, offering more
features and petfarmance than any other P2P net. Highly recommended.

Connect ko Gnukellsz (G2) Configure GnutellaZ

eDonkey Mekvork;

The eDonkey network is a popular server-based network, wWhile not as
Feature-rich as Gnutellaz, eDonkey has an impressive file collection.

Connect ko eDonkey Canfiqure eDonkey

Criginal Gnutella Metwork:

Alchough the ariginal Gnukella netwark is less Feature-rich than Gnutellaz, and
has Fewer files than eDonkey, it remains a valuable resource.

Connect ko Qriginal Gnutella Configure Grutellal

Make sure every of the three networks is checked in order to get the maximum speed out of

your downloads.



Shareaza Settings - Gutella

4" SHAREAZA!

General
General GrutellaZ Metwork:
Librar
MediayPIayer [2] Always connect to Gnukellaz Always conneck to Grukellal
Community Connect to Gnutellal kodaw
Chat
' i LT
weh Mode: | Optimal
Internet

anutellal Mebwork:

Connect ko GnutellaZ today
Mode:

31 Connections:

C L
mnnection 32 Conneckions:
Leaf ko Ultrapeer: -

Downloads
Uploads

Remate Access
Scheduler Hub ko Leaf: lkrapeer to Leaf: 50

Leaf ko Hub;

.
.,

Metworks
Hub ko Hub:
eDonkey
EitTarrent
Protocols Link, Compression:

skins
Plugins Hub to Leaf Leaf to Hub Hub to Hub

Advanced

Peer to Peer: 15 |

Ik ][ Cancel ][ Apply

Note: If you don't have a broadband connection DSL+, you should decrease the “Leaf to Hub”
and the “Leaf to Ultrapeer” settings to 1 respectively 2 connections. On Gnutella2, the number
of connections generally does not influence your search and download speeds. This is not the
case on Gnutellal (G1), where more connections may (but don't have to) increase the number

of search results a bit.



(¥4| Shareaza Settings - eDonkey [x]

4" SHAREAZA!

General
General

Library Abyays conneck ko eDonkey
Media Player

v
Community Connect to eDonkey today

Chat
YWeb Global Searching:

elonkey Metwork:

Internet
Zonnection
Downloads Stop searching after: 200 3| search results,
Uploads
Remate Access

Scheduler
MNetworks Clignt Link Connections:

Search known remote servers in the server cache:
[ ]receive and update server lisk Fram the connected server

anukella
ebo !
BitTarrent

Protocals ebonkey Tools:
skins

Plugins
9 Download eDonkey server lisk From the web; Download. .
Advanced

Conneck to no more than; 50 o | other eDonkey clients.

K l[ Cancel ][ Apply

Make sure that the option to automatically receive and update the ed2k server list is
unchecked. This is an option crucial to Shareazas security to avoid connecting to fake/spy
servers on the ed2k network. Note that you may have to update your eD2k server list in your
host cache from time to time manually because of this.

If you have a fast Internet connection (DSL 2k+), you can increase the number of client
connections to higher values (f.ex. To 100).



Let’s continue with some supplementary configurations...

Choose them as you need them; here you can also configure whether your bandwidth speed is
shown in kb/s or in KB/s.

An interesting option to try out is the “Switch to Transfers view on download”. Once disabled,
Shareaza does not switch anymore automatically to the transfer window once you clicked at a
file to download it (f.ex. in a search window), which makes possible to choose several files to
download one after the other without having to switch back to your search window every time
you selected one.

D storcazasetings Generat o

General: Toolkips;

Library Auto-connect on Shareaza startup Suchergebnisse

Media Player ;
Cu:ummunity Start Shareaza at Windows startup Library

¥ Downloads
Chat Show a prompk before opening RIS Uploads

Wweb
© Meighbiours

Internet Show rates in: KE/s i
' W
Connection | Media Player

Downloads
Cownloads; .
Uploads Delay (ms):

Remote Access [ ]Expand new downloads by default Opatity: J

Scheduler [ | Display simple progress bar
Metworks
Grutela
eDonkey []Expand mulki-source files by defaulk
BitTarrent
Protocols

Search: Travy:

When I click close;

[ ] switch ko TransFers wiew on download |W"'-'i'-'-'iSE to Tray

Skins [ ]Hide side bar when starting search When I click minimise:
Plugins
Advanced

[ Filker adul: content from searches | Mormal

K l[ Cancel ][ Apply




...followed by general connectivity settings...

Normally Shareaza should have configured these settings according to your environment
during the quick start wizard and therefore you shouldn't change them, if you dont know
what you are doing.

That's why I strongly consider leaving the default values for the Timeouts for example,
because with these settings, you can break your connectivity to the networks completely.
The only two things that are really interesting on this page are the “Port” field, where you
can choose the port Shareaza uses to transmit its data. This is the number that has to be
entered for example in the connection tests in order to check whether Shareaza connects
properly or not. Remember: On shared Internet connections, you cannot use the same
port for two file sharing applications on more that one computer. (Have a look at section 3
for further explanations). The other thing you should know is the UPnP checkbox (disabled
on the picture). With this checkbox, you can make Shareaza try to set up your router (and
other networking devices) correctly for port forwarding (only if your networking devices
[router, NAT,...] support UPnP).

3 Shareaza Settings - Connection

4 SHAREAZA!

General
General
Libraty
Media Player
Comndnity
Chat

weh
Internet Cutbound Address:

Inbound Address;
Address; Automatic 270,00 KBjs

Fart: E346|

Connection
Downloads Address: Autornatic 17.00 KBfs
Uploads
Remaote Access
Scheduler
Metworks
Grutela
eDonkey
EBitTorrent Enable UPRP connection devices setup [
Protocols
Skins Timeouts:

Plugins
Advanced Connection: | 30 & Handshake:

Opkions:
Zan accepk incoming connections | Auto

Ignore privateflocal IP addresses




*If you created a folder for your downloads to be saved in (other than the one in your
program files directory), click now on “Downloads” (on the left side) and change the
folder where your downloads are saved. If you don’t want to share your downloads with
all the people using the same computer (e.g. if you want to have separated Shareaza
accounts for every user), make sure that Shareaza does not save its incomplete files
inside the ‘Program Files’ folder.

* You also should increase the settings in the ‘Number of Downloads’ called section. Note
that you should generally not exceed the values shown on this picture, because higher
numbers will cause Shareaza to need really much of your computer resources and
therefore it can even hang other applications. Also having to high numbers entered here
can cause non-functionality of your normal Internet, so you won't be able to surf threw
the net or will get permanently ‘the operation timed out’ or ‘server could not be located’
error messages and similar stuff.

Shareaza Settings - Downloais

4" SHAREAZA!

General
General
Library s N ' <hateaza Download!
Media Player
ComnuJnity
Chat
Web Y - =1 =323 I

Internet
Connection
Downloads
Uploads
Remate Access

[
Scheduler Maxirmum Transfers; 150

Metworks = Maximum Queue Length:

anutela Transfers per File: 20| Max
eDonkey

EitTarrent
Protocals
Skins

Plugins Cnly download and upload ko networks which are connected.
Advanced

Save Completed Files Here:

Store Temporary Incomplete Files Here:

Murmber af Downloads: Lirnits:

Maximum Files: 40 Taokal Download Bandwidth:

Cancel ][ Apply




Now, we will configure the way how Shareaza uploads files. Whether you want to limit sharing
in Hub mode or whether you would like to share preview files, is a personal decision, do it as
you like it... With the user agent filter, you can prevent other clients to connect to you
depending on their client name. For example, you can add “bearshare” and “dianlei” to the
list, because BearShare is not good for the G1 network, and dianlei is a fake application based
on Shareazas source code.

Here you can also limit your uploading bandwidth, if you need to. The Limit field is either
blank or shows a default value calculated on the basis of what you entered in the quick start
wizard. Normally, it should be just fine as it is. Remember that by limiting your upload
bandwidth, you will also get limited downloads as a result, because some networks limit the
amount you can download from them based on the amount you upload to them. That's why I
also consider you leaving the default value. The two upload modes, Maximum and Average
are used to tell Shareaza how you want your bandwidth to be limited. By choosing Maximum,
Shareaza doesn’t exceed the value you enter, by choosing Average, the real upload speeds
varies a bit under respectively above the limit and keeps the limit as average. (This was what
these two modes are supposed to do. In reality, this feature doesn’t work so choosing one or
the other doesn’t change anything :p )

In the Queue list, you can control how Shareaza uploads files and which network gets how
much of your total upload speed. Remember, these values are all only average values and
Shareaza may exceed them if the actual situation causes a need for this. Also, since not
always all queues are used, the speed of the unused queues is divided between the active
ones.

@ Shareaza Settings - Uploads
4" SHAREAZA!

General
General

Library Share MEW partial downloads
Media Player

Community [ ]Lirnit sharing in hub mode
chat Bandwidth:

Web [ ]5hare preview files
Internet

Connection

Downloads

Cpkions: User-fgent Filker:

Lirnit: 15.00 KBj's

Limit per unique host: Mode: M

LEUES!
Femate Access o

Scheduler Mamne Criteria Bandwidth |~ Transfers
Metworks

Grurela = pics Library Files 1.37 kBis+ 5-10
eDankey [ little Files <=1.00MB, Lb... 1.37KBjs+ 5-10
EitTarrent (= 0w rel Library Files 1.47 KB/s+ E-10
Frotacols [®eDonkey Partiasls  ED2E, Partial 2.94 KBfs+ 1-4
skins [=helonkey Core EDZE, Library Fi...  0.93 KBs+ 1-4
Plugins " : :
Advanced (changes take effect immediately) Mew...

Ik ][ Cancel ][ Apply




In order to make Shareaza work more efficient, we will add now a new queue for little files.
Click on “New...”
The following window should open:

| wnt Upload Queue Properties [x]

Mame: Capaciky:

| e Enahle this queue:

Minirurn number of kransfers:
Enkry Criteria:

() Partially downloaded Files only Maximum number of transfers:

(") shared Library files only
Maximum number waiting in queus: | 20

(%) Both partial and library files

[ Minimum source File size: Service Parameters:

[ ] Marked Files: Upload bandwidth For this queue: 0.93 KBfs+

; oy i Saturated bandwidth percentage: 6.53% (10
[ I Mazximum source file size:

Y
=

[ IFilename match: |

[ Pratacals: QHTTF‘ []reward uploaders
_JEDZK

[ ]Rotate after M seconds:




Now change the values, as shown on the following picture. Make sure the new queue has at
least 15% of your bandwidth and set the maximum source file size to something between 1
and 2 MB. Copy the other settings from this picture:

J

wni Upload Queue Properties E

Mame: Capacity:

| little Files Enable this queue

Minimum number af transfers;
Enkry Criteria:

) Partially downloaded files orly Maximurn number of transfers: 10

(%) Shared Library files anly
Maximurm nurber waiting in queue: 20

("1 Both partial and library files

[ ] Minirmum source file size: Service Parameters:

[ Imarked files:

Upload bandwidth Far this queue; 2,29 KB/[s+

1
-

; e i Saturated bandwidth percentage: 15.24%: (2
Maximum source File size;

[ ]Filename match: |

[ ]Protocols: OHTTF‘ Reward uploaders
_JED2K

[]rotate after M seconds:

Once you finished, hit "OK”. A new queue has been added to your queue list.



Now, move on to the advanced settings.
(Don’t look at the picture; it is only there to show you where to find/access these settings.)

(¢3! Shareaza Settings - Advanced E

& SHAREAZA!

General
General Setking
Library Bandwidth. HubIn
Media Player Bandwidth, HubOuk
Canmmunity Bandwidth. HubUploads
chat Eandwidth,LeafIn
b Bandwidth.LeafOut
we Bandwidth,PeearIn

Internet Bandwidth, PeerCut
Conneckion Bandwidth, Request
Downloads Bandwidth. JdpOuk
Uploads BitTarrent, Advancedinkerf ace*

Remmoke Access BitTarrent, AdvancedInterf aceget*
BitTorrent, AutoClear®
Schedul
Net - ekuer BitTarrent, AuktoSeed
EIWOrks BitTarrent BandwidthPercentage®

Gnutella

eDonkey Setting Properties:
EitTorrent

Protocols Yalue: I:I

Skins
Plugins

We will change the following settings:
B BitTorrent.BandwidthPercentage to something around 50% (May be a bit more or
less, doesn’t really matter.)
B Discovery.EnableG1lGWC to 1 (true)
B General.IgnoreXPsp2 to 1 (true) (only if you patched your Windows previously,
which I strongly recommend you)

There are many other options available Shareazas settings. Try them out if you want, but
leave your fingers from the advanced settings unless you know very well what you are doing,
because you can break connectivity, or even manage to crash Shareaza at every startup,
depending on what you are doing. (Search the Shareaza™ Wiki for an explanation of their
usage).



. Yiew | Tools Window  Help
...so far, so well... Now you can choose an other option for the
program’s interface to behave; “Windowed Mode” (can be |1 3ystem F11
accesseq under the menu Vleyv ) will make at ﬁr;t view | Neighbours CHI+FLL
everything more complicated, but if you once have organized the |==
program windows like you need them, this will improve Cownloads F3
enormously the way you can interact with the software... i
[ Uploads F4
k=  Library F5
e SN ER Media Player F&
—
o Security F7
...... 28 Host Cache Fa
@ Discovery Fa
Graph F10
& Packet Dump Chrl+F1
»~ SearchMonitor  Chrl4F2
s Hit Monikor CErl+F3
Maormal Mode
Tabbed Mode
« | Windowed Mode

1 G o s .

[Chck to get a larger version]
Picture 2 shows an example of a modified Shareaza™ (several Skins running & Windowed
Mode with some opened windows)

— back to the summary

Now, there are only 4 things of importance left:

1. You will have to configure your firewall
Look here for more information:

2. You will have to assure that your router (if you have one) is configured correctly

Check out for specific manuals about how to configure your router to
forward traffic to Shareaza. (Have a look at section 3 of this document, too.)

Read this for more information:

3. You should add some more GWCs to your service provider list in order to have a
better connectivity to other clients.

Press F9 on your keyboard while being in the Shareaza™ application, go to “view” and choose
“discovery” or use the little defrag icon on the control bar. Right-click in the new opened
window and choose “add service”. Enter an URL from the list and press OK. (Make sure to
choose the right URL type.) Repeat this until you have at least 5 new gray ones (Gnutellal
/G1), 5 new blue ones (G2) and (optional) 2 green ones (server.met) in your list. Query them
all by right clicking on them and choosing “query”. After this, delete those with no sources (do
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http://www.pantheraproject.net/forum/viewtopic.php?f=13&t=517
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http://shareaza.sourceforge.net/wiki/FAQ.FirewallsRouters#firewall_shareaza
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/2c/Shareaza_screenshot.PNG

NOT delete the blocked ones!), close the window and restart Shareaza™. [A more detailed
step-by-step explication of this can be found in the same location as the download.] You can
also replace the DefaultServices.dat file in you Shareaza application install folder (again, have
a look at the more detailed descriptions at the download location.).

4. After you have closed everything and restarted your computer (or at least Shareaza), test
if everything works correctly:

Click , or . The port number you will have to enter in the field on one of this
websites can be found in the settings menu under Internet\Connection (normally, it is 6346):

Shareaza Settings - Connection

General Inbound Address:
General
Library
Media Player
Carnrnunity
hat
Web

Internet

Address: Autoratic 3 112,00 KBfs  »

Port: B346

Outbound Address:
Conneckion
Downloads Address: Aukarnatic g 5.00 KB)s
ploads
Rermate Access
Scheduler
Metworks

Cipkions:
Can accept incoming conneckions | Yes

anutela
elonkey
BitTorrent Enable UPRP connection devices setup [
Protocols

5kins Timeouts:

Plugins

Advanced

Ignore privateflocal IP addresses

Conneckion: 16 e Handshake:

Attention:
If you don’t pass this test, you will HEMIER get out more than 60% of the potential speed out of Shareaza!

If you don’t pass it, revise your settings (router and firewall) to check where the problem
comes from:

m Disable any security related software such as firewall and anti virus applications. Run
the test again. If you pass it now, the configuration problem is to be searched on that
software.

m If you don't pass it, disable also any application other than Shareaza and try it again.
If you pass it now, there is one of the other applications causing problems.

m If you don’t pass it after the last step, the error comes in 99,99% from your
hardware: either router, modem or NAT (it depends on what you have). So you will
have to revise their configuration. Please note that only one computer inside a



http://koti.mbnet.fi/daxter/ctest/
http://c3c.sharpserv.net/ct/
http://jlh.no-ip.org/connectiontest/

network can use a specific port for Shareaza. So if you have 2 computers both
configured to use port 6346, one or both will not work/download/upload correctly.

m Also pay attention that you will have to forward the information in some cases from
one device to another and from this second device to the computer where you are
using Shareaza. This is only if you have 2 devices connected one after the other (for
example Internet — DSL modem — (Wireless-)Router — Computer with Shareaza)

m If you don’t pass your test after having everything triple checked, go to our forums
and .

— back to the summary

Such as everywhere else in the World Wide Web, you will also find viruses, spam or spy- and
malware in the Shareaza™ P2P networks. To avoid this and also to ban anti-P2P-companies
from accessing your computer, a bit additional security is always good.

General information about this subject can be found

1. PeerGuardian2

PeerGuardian2 is a firewall based on IP blocking, which means it blocks unwanted IPs at
kernel level. This means your computer refuses to connect to certain IPs which increases your
security. This software is THE P2P security program, but it also prevents you from
downloading shit from the Internet and blocks some advertisements...

Development: Phoenix Labs

It's an open-source software.

Further information & Download

... and

2. Shareaza™ security filters

Block lists includable in Shareaza™.

Get them in the and import the downloaded .xml file(s) in the
Shareaza™ security window (F7). (First delete all existing entries in order to get rid of old,
unwanted ones, then right-click in the window and choose “import” [...] )

More information can be found (Shareaza™ Wiki).You may need a working version of
Shareaza™ in order to download some of the files.

3. Firewall & Anti Virus
This should be standard on every computer... But since apparently not

everybody has understood this yet, I thought I should repeat it at this place 1
an other time... In the worst case, use the M$ Windows firewall; this is
better than using no one at all...

Windows Firewwall

— back to the summary

IMPORTANT: After all these changes and installations you need to restart your computer to assure
them to take effect on your 0S.
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SECTION2: FAQ and troubleshooting...

some of the content in this section has been originally written by
seli and only been updated by me and can be found here in the
Shareaza forums, too.

It can be found

Have a look at the description

* Do a connection test. Either use the build in option (Help >> Connection Test) or
use one of the tests listed

* There are two options: Either everything is green. Good! Everything is fine. Stop
reading this document and enjoy filesharing. If this is not the case continue
reading... :p

* Try a second connection test in order to check if it gives you the same result.

* Check if you used the right port for testing (if you did it manually)
(Shareaza Settings >> Internet >> Connection >> Port)

* Follow these steps:
m Disable any security related software such as firewall and anti virus applications.
Run the test again. If you pass it now, the config problem is to be searched on that
software.

m If you don't pass it, disable also any application other than Shareaza and try it
again. If you pass it now, there is one of the other applications causing problems.

m If you don't pass it after the last step, the error comes (99,99%) from your
hardware: either router, modem or NAT (it depends on what you have). So you
will have to revise their configuration. Please not that only one computer inside a
network can use a specific port for Shareaza. So if you have 2 computers both
configured to use port 6346, one or both will not work/download/upload correctly.

m Also pay attention that you will have to forward the information in some cases
from one device to another and from this second device to the computer where
you are using Shareaza. This is only if you have 2 devices connected one after the
other (for example Internet — DSL modem — Router — Computer with Shareaza)

m If you don’t pass your test after having everything triple checked, go to our forums
and
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“"Why should I do this?”

The answer is really simple: If you don't pass the connection test, others cannot properly
connect to your computer (and vis versa) which causes your downloads to be slow and your
search results to be (very) limited compared to others. You will never get more than 60% of
the potential maximum speed out of Shareaza.

* Move the Downloads and Incomplete folders to a new folder. (Cut and paste)
* Uninstall Shareaza.

* Delete the Shareaza install folder and delete the hidden folder in
C:\Documents and Settings\*yourusername*\Local Settings\Application
Data\Shareaza
( Y%appdata%\Shareaza )

* Delete all Shareaza settings that might still be inside the registry of your computer
START >> Run >> type “regedit” (without the “’s)

Navigate to:
HKEY_CURRENT_USER\Software\Shareaza

and delete everything you can find inside this tree folder.
DO NOT DELETE ANYTHING ELSE. THIS MIGHT CAUSE BIG
PROBLEMS.

¥ Use a registry cleaner such as CCleaner to get rid of registry junk that might still be
there.

* Reboot
* Download Shareaza and install it.

* Start Shareaza and run the wizard as normal. Use the install guide provided in the
section above.

* Move the Downloads and Incomplete folders back to the respective locations that
have been set in the Shareaza settings.

* Restart Shareaza.

Source: Originally written by seli (Shareaza forums); edited by OldDeath

“"Why should I do a clean install?”

A clean install makes sense in two scenarios: Either your Shareaza crashes at startup/ nothing
works anymore (e.g. no downloads, no connection to the networks etc.) or if there are suddenly
problems after upgrading that might be caused by settings and data files remaining from the old
version that don’t work correctly with the new version.



* IP stands for Internet Protocol.
All computers are assigned a unique identifier called an IP address.
IP addresses are used like street addresses so other computers can locate them. For
example, an [P Address may look something like: 56.234.22.12.
If you have a router/modem it receives your IP from your Internet service provider
(ISP). A dynamic IP changes every time you connect to the Internet, a static IP stays
the same.

* Traffic in and out

When your computer tries to send data to a computer outside, it sends the data
through the router (in most of the cases). The router (the gateway) receives the data
from your computer and sends it out to the receiving computer on the internet,
adding information about your IP and what port to use.

It’s the same way when receiving data: The data is send to your router, which
forwards it (according to the information the sender adds to his data) to your
computer.

* Port Forwarding.
Port Forwarding simply tells the router which IP and port to use to forward
incoming or outgoing data to and from your computer. Port Forwarding rules are
created per port. So a rule set up for port 4400 will only work for port 4400.
If you don't set up port forwarding, data coming in or going out will stop in the
router.

* Ports
A port can only be used by one program at a time!
When your computer/program tries to use port 4400, it sends the data to the router;
if you haven't set up port forwarding on port 4400, the data stops there. (The router
doesn't know what to do.)
Using port 4400 on two computers/programs at the same time will violate the "one
program rule", and your data would get messed up. That's why you have to open
several ports, one for every program which needs port forwarding.

* Port numbers
Port numbers in the range 0-1023 are usually used by Windows and other OS
related products.
Port numbers in the range 1024-49151 are ports widely used by web servers, P2P
applications, IM clients and On-line games.
Port numbers in the range 49152-65535 are private/dynamic ports, not used by any
defined application.
I always say that you can use anything from 2000 and up.




* On your computer
It is very important to set up a static IP address, if you are going to use port
forwarding.
You are not supposed to set the router to receive a static IP, but you have to set up a
static [P for your computer(s).
Setting up a static IP ain't hard, and there are guides for all operating systems.
Usually we provide links to guides on how to set up port forwarding, which also
tells you how to set up the static IP.

* All of this applies to your software firewall too!
If you open port 4400 in your router, you also have to open it in your firewall,
because otherwise, the data will be stopped by your firewall.

* Check out this and for specific guides on how to
configure your router and on how to set up a static IP on your computer.

Source: Originally written by seli (Shareaza forums); edited by OldDeath

— back to the summary
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SECTIONS3: Using Shareaza...

In this section I would like to share some interesting concepts, cool tweaks and
knowledge about some interesting functionalities integrated in Shareaza that most of its
users are not aware of.

* Let’s start with those things apparently not everyone is able to understand:
The concept of P2P is the concept of a community, it’s not only about getting your
favorite music and movies. If you move threw a P2P network (either by searching,
having a look at the file directory of others, downloading and uploading or simply
chatting with people you are exchanging files with), you move threw a community of
equals. Generally speaking, everyone has the same rights... and obligations. You might
wonder now: “What the hell is he talking (writing?) about?”
To answer your question: I am talking about several things: The first thing is the
importance of uploading. You are only able to download files, because there are others
who upload them to make it possible for you to get them. If nobody uploads, you won’t
download either. There are no ‘servers’ or similar structures to upload the stuff on the
networks to your computer, but this is all done by people like you. What 1 want to
explain here is that it is important that you also upload files to the network. If you don’t
do this or if you are only giving the network a crappy upload bandwidth, you harm the
network, because you take something away without giving something back. That’s why
you always should try to upload at least as much as you download. Remember always,
that at every moment there are others getting files from you, as you got files from them
before.
A second thing which should be named here is the behavior after a download. For
example if it is a fake one, always rate it as fake to tell others about it to prevent them
from downloading the same sh*t nobody needs. It’s the same for files which contain
viruses or other malware. But this does not stop here: A really good user rates all the
files he downloads, to make others know about the quality of the respective file(s). And
remember: you cannot only choose 1-5 stars, but you can also put a personal comment
below it, which makes evaluating the information provided threw your ratings more
easy for others.
The last thing I would like you to remind is that filesharing / P2P is not ‘only’
something you do... others do... and much more people do... but it has become part of
our culture in some way; At least part of our youth culture. Right now, at the moment
you are reading this, things are changing because of it. This does not mean you can
expect the globe changing its rotation direction because of it (:p), changes are slightly
more subtle. For example, the suppression of free artists by the media industry has
fallen, as have the prices fore CDs and DVDs. There were scandalous behaviors and
practices that have been stopped because hackers decided to put material proving these
things on filesharing networks, where no one could take it down anymore (as opposite
to websites that can be taken down easily to prevent such material spread threw the
internet). In a certain way, filesharing networks grant a freedom of speech and a
possibility to circumvent all sorts of censorship that might be imposed on other Medias,
because these networks cannot be controlled as other Medias can.

* OK... I think that was long enough... Now you may take a break, drink some coffee
and reflect about what you’ve just read... or continue reading...



*

The look and feel of Shareaza

Most users will for ever use the default look and feel integrated inside Shareaza. This is
the same category of people who never will try out changing settings or enable the
other networks build in into Shareaza. These people become happy if a single click
provides them a list of files to choose from and they are satisfied when they get the file
they like in a reasonable time.

“Panem et circenses” Give them bread and games and they will be satisfied. However,
other people might exist. People who will try out how Shareaza looks like with different
skins loaded and using Power Mode or Windowed Mode, for example. Skins can be get
really simple: Either you visit the Shareaza forums (where you can download for
example a skin for native Vista look and feel created by SkinVista) or you simple use
Shareazas integrated search mechanism. You will be surprised how much search results
the search for .sks (Shareaza skin file) has. You also may what to try to create your own
skin. This is not difficult at all (in fact you only need some basic HTML/XML
knowledge, everything else can be learned during two hours) and you will find all help
you need at the . To give you an example: below can be seen a
screenshot of my Shareaza how it looks right now: it gives a good overview over
what’s happening and everything is (more or less) arranged to make working fast and
efficient.
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* What are the different networks useful for?
Gnutella2: Gnutella2 (G2) is Shareaza's premier network. The network is small
compared to larger networks like FastTrack (Kazaa) or eDonkey, but it is powerful,
with many features and great efficiency. You should expect smaller queues on Shareaza
(1-25 is the norm) and best speeds. The only thing hurting speeds on the big files is the
low number of users. Gnutella2 is optimal for both large and small files and provides
the fastest speeds.
Gnutella: A network of mostly small files, good for music. It is much like Gnutella2 in
the way that it acts in a similar structure, but it lacks the efficiency and features. It also
has short queues, like Gnutella2. Gnutella is best for smaller files (~ 4-10 MB).
eDonkey2000: eDonkey (ed2k) is a network of long queues and large files. Don’t be
surprised if you try to download something on eDonkey and you’re waiting in queues at
position 10000 or later. But, the network has pretty much everything, if you wait long
enough (say, leave your download going overnight or longer). You'll be able to get
most files eventually. The download is going to be slow, much slower than most other
networks. This is why the network is suited for broadband users, who can leave their
connections active all the time and wait through the queues and the slow download.
However, there is a credit system involved - the more you upload to a user, the faster
you go through their queues, helping you download faster. The longer you leave it on,
the faster your download will be - to a point, of course. eDonkey is best for larger files
(30 MB +) and rare content, because of its big userbase.
If you are using ed2k, make sure you download files which have sources in both, ed2k
and one of the other networks. You will get best speeds only on such files where you
can download from two networks simultaneously.

* The file organizer/library window
There is more than one hidden feature inside this part of Shareaza. Did you know for
example that you can use the Library to organize all the files on your computer without
forcibly sharing them? If you right click in the folder view on a folder, you can choose
not to share this folder at all.
Did you ever notice that you can add custom subfolders to organizer view of your files?
This is really interesting if you would like to hand over a list of files you downloaded to
a friend also using Shareaza. You can easily give your friend download links for the
files contained in one of you folders (whether this is a custom created one or one of the
default ones doesn’t matter) by using a feature that is not really well known to 90% of
the Shareaza users: Shareaza collections. Right click at a folder and select ‘Export
Collection...’. A .collection file will be created in your default collection folder (check
your settings where it’s located), with some kilobytes of size which you can easily mail
to your friend. Once he opens it, he can chose from a list of files (those which you
previously added to the folder you later exported) to download.

* MAGNET links
By the way, if you would like to hand somebody only one single file, right click at the
file in the library, search or download window and select ‘copy URI’ out of the context
menu, add yourself to the fixed sources and select the appropriate URI. The first one
(magnet) 1s more widely used, I consider you using this one. If the person to which you
would like to handle the download information to uses an eD2k client, you will have to
use the second one.



Magnet links are much like torrents, but they don’t need the .torrent file, neither do they
need a tracker, and they can be used in forums and in websites, as if they were a normal
text link.

* One last thing...
If you are really interested in more information, visit the Shareaza Wiki... Especially the
section contains lots of explanations, which are very interesting to read threw...

— back to the summary

Please report spellmg mistakes as weII as o’rher- possible improvements to this guide here:

Upda‘res can be got in ‘rhe same threat.

If you would like me to add something special to the next version of this guide, feel free to
post your request on the same location.

THX in advance,
OldDeath

PS.: Big THX to F. Schmit, M. Wohlfarth and to shanu for reporting mistakes and doing some
correction work! (=
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